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A weird prelude - Leland Stanford to settle a bet

In 1876 the immensely wealthy Leland Stanford, former California Governor and the current president of the Central Pacific Railroad, purchased 650 acres of ranch land near San Francisco to build a country home and a stock farm for trotting horses.  This lot in conjunction with 8,000 acres of adjoining land he acquired later eventually became the campus of the now renowned Stanford University.  The little town that started to grow from the university took the name Palo Alto.
After acquiring the ranch Stanford hired a famous British photographer Eadweard Muybridge who was living in San Francisco to help him settle a $25,000 bet with his fellow horse lover Frederick MachCrellish.  Stanford claimed that a horse must lift all four legs simultaneously free from contact with ground at least for a split second when it is galloping.

At Stanford’s horse ranch, Muybridge erected an elaborate apparatus containing 24 cameras, 12 to a side, the cameras were arranged along a track parallel to the horses, each of the cameras was equipped with an electrical trigger and the shutter was controlled by a trip wire which was triggered by the horse's hooves.
In 1877, Muybridge settled Stanford's claim and bet with a single photograph showing Stanford's racehorse Occident airborne during gallop!  The public was astonished to see proof that a trotting horse can have all four legs off the ground simultaneously!

Discovering the concept of motion picture

Out of employment with Stanford and having the stack of photographic plates from the horse ranch project in his hands, Muybridge accidentally flipped the plates in rapid succession and perceived an image of a galloping horse! The concept of motion picture was discovered! In 1879, he developed the Zoopraxiscope which projected images from rotating glass disks in rapid succession to give the illusion of motion.

Muybridge approached Thomas Edison for a joint venture to combine the Zoopraxiscope with Edison’s phonograph invention to develop a kind of motion picture projector with sound.  Edison turned down Muybridge’s propose in such a business partnership. 
Edison invented motion picture!?
With the idea “borrowed” from Muybridge, Edison continued to research on motion picture development.  In 1888 the Kinetoscope was developed by William K. Dickson, an employee of Edison. The Kinetoscope was a device that gave the impression of movement by moving an endless loop of film continuously over a light source with a rapid shutter; it became the forerunner of the modern movie projector and Edison was given the credit for its invention!
Please go to the following link to view a set of Muybridge's photos in motion.  (3rd frame down from the top on the right of the page)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadweard_Muybridge
